Scripture:

Who Is In Control?

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:

RECAP:

So, last week we looked at the crowds response to
Jesus.

—We saw that they were totally confused about Jesus
and that they did not know when and how the Messiah
would come.

— —We also saw that Jesus was bold for the gospel
even in the face of danger.

— ——We saws that the religious leaders had
conditioned the people to not think for themselves but to
wait for them in order to make any decisions about
Jesus.

— ———We learned that their assumptions were wrong
and they ended up missing the Messiah because their
assumptions. We have to be careful about our
assumptions as well and make sure they alight with
scriptures.

————— Lastly we learned that these people thought
they new Jesus, but in fact, they knew very little about
Jesus. So, we need to make sure that we know Jesus.



Scripture:

Passage Begins

INTRODUCTION:

We like to think that we are in control of our lives. We
make plans, we set schedules, we decide what we are
going to do, and we often times expect everything to
happen according to our timeline.

—But it does not really every happen that way. | often
think about our planning in terms of what Ellen says in
Christmas Vacation to Clark: Ellen says: “It’s just that |
know how you build things up in your mind, Sparky. You
set standards that no family event can ever live up to.”
Then Clark asks, “When have | ever done that?” and
Ellen starts listing examples: parties, weddings,
anniversaries, funerals, holidays, vacations,
graduations.”

— —In our passage today there are a lot of people
making plans concerning Jesus. The religious leaders
want to arrest Him, the crowd is trying to decide who He
is, and everyone seems to have an opinion about what
should happen next.

— ——But under it all, John shows us that there is One
who is actually in control: God.

————And as we look into the passage, we are going
to learn about who Jesus is, the sovereign plan of God,
and how we should respond when the truth about Christ
is placed before us.



Scripture:

John 7:30-31: 30 So they were seeking to seize Him;
and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour
had not yet come.31 But many of the crowd believed
in Him; and they were saying, “When the Christ
comes, He will not perform more signs than those
which this man has, will He?”

With all that Jesus has said and the confusion of the
crowd, the hunt for Jesus is back on. The religious
leaders can’t have the people think that they believe
Jesus is the the Messiah.

—But there is something in particular that really set the
religious leaders off once again.

— —It is Jesus claim to have this unique relationship
with the Father that seems to provoke them: READ:
John 5:18: For this reason therefore the Jews were
seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only
was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God
His own Father, making Himself equal with God.
(John 5:18, NASB95).

— ——Remember last week we looked at how God the
Father has sent Jesus to be the savior of world. Jesus
is telling them that He is from the Father: READ: John
6:46: “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except
the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.
(John 6:46, NASB95).

— ———We see by the religious leaders reaction, that
this is more than Jesus saying, He as studied God
carefully. This is Jesus saying that He has unique
knowledge of the Father because He is from the Father.
————— READ: John 1:18: No one has seen God
at any time; the only begotten God who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. (John
1:18, NASB95).



https://ref.ly/Jn5.18;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Jn6.46;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Jn1.18;nasb95

Scripture:

So, Jesus is not merely another prophet who knows God
well. Jesus comes from God the Father, He knows God
the Father, and He was sent by God the Father.
—Those 3 enormous statements about Jesus are what
fire up the religious leaders.

——30, lets look at these 3 statements for a little while.
— — —First, we see Jesus’ origin—He comes from the
Father. When Jesus tells them that He comes from the
Father, He is not referring to His creation but He is
describing His divine origin. Remember in the beginning
of the John’s gospel we know that the Word, Jesus, was
in the beginning: READ: John 1:1 &14: In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1, NASB95),
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14,
ESV).

— — ——These verses make it plain and clear that
Jesus is the Word, that the Word was with God, and that
the Word is God. That very Word that all things were
created through Him as: John 1:3 tells us: All things
came into being through Him, and apart from Him
nothing came into being that has come into being.
(John 1:3, NASB95)., and nothing came into being
apart from the Word, He became flesh and lives among
us.



https://ref.ly/Jn1.1;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Jn1.14;esv
https://ref.ly/Jn1.3;nasb95

Scripture:

Which leads us to our next statement about Jesus: His
knowledge—He know God the Father.

—As Jesus comes from the Father and is one with the
Father: as John 8:19 says: READ: So they were
saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus
answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if
you knew Me, you would know My Father also.”
(John 8:19, NASB95) and John 14:9 says: READ:
Jesus *said to him, “Have | been so long with you,
and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He
who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? (John 14:9, NASB95).

— —He has knowledge of the Father is because He and
the Father are one: READ: John 10:30: “l and the
Father are one.” (John 10:30, NASB95).

Our last statement about Jesus is: His mission—He is
sent by God.

—The Son, Jesus, came willing to accomplish
redemption for Father God’s glory.

— —God sent the Son to be the Savior of the world but
Jesus was already the Son when He was sent; He had
been the Son from before the creation of anything.

— — —But Father God sent the Son into the world not to
merely teach, preform miracles, challenge religious
corruption, or establish a new religious movement but to
save sinners.

— ———READ: Luke 19:10: “For the Son of Man has
come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
(Luke 19:10, NASB95).



https://ref.ly/Jn8.19;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Jn14.9;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Jn10.30;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Lk19.10;nasb95

Scripture:

As the religious leaders didn’t like what Jesus was
saying and they wanted to kill Him; they were prevented.
—READ: John 7:30: So they were seeking to seize
Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His
hour had not yet come. (John 7:30, NASB95).
——Why? Why were they prevented? It is because His
hour had not yet come. God’s timetable governs all
things not humans.

— — —Arthur W. Pink wrote this about this thought and |
agree with him, “This verse sets forth a truth which
should be of great comfort to God’s people.”

— ———Jesus in the face of His enemies is speaking
boldly, openly, freely as they are wanting to kill Him; and
yet they can not. Why? Because it was not God’s plan
for them to kill Him yet.

————— John is showing us that the religious leaders
even though they were in charge were operating under
God'’s sovereign timetable.



https://ref.ly/Jn7.30;nasb95

Scripture:

What a comfort for us to know that human opposition
could not move the cross forward by even one moment.
—Jesus would not die when the religious leaders
decided He should; He would die when the God
appointed time arrived.

— —God had determined when Jesus death would
happen; it was not accidental, it was tragic, it was
horrific, but it was not out of God’s control.

— ——READ: Acts 2:23: this Man, delivered over by
the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men
and put Him to death. (Acts 2:23, NASB95).

— — ——Jesus was delivered over by God according to
His predetermined plan. Arthur W. Pink wrote, “God had
decreed that the Savior should be betrayed by a familiar
friend, and sold for thirty pieces of silver. How, then,
was it possible for these men to seize Him? They could
no more arrest Christ than they could stop the sun from
shinning.”

————— We see people acting freely according to
their evil intentions, yet they cannot accomplish anything
outside of God’s appointed purpose.

—————— We see this explained further as Peter and
John were let out of prison and told the others about
what had happened, they proclaimed as a group:
READ: Acts 4:27-28: 27 “For truly in this city there
were gathered together against Your holy servant
Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of
Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your
purpose predestined to occur. (Acts 4:27-28,
NASB95).



https://ref.ly/Ac2.23;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Ac4.27-28;nasb95

Scripture:

Their actions are sinful, their intentions are sinful, their
responsibility is real, yet God purpose is never
threatened.

—So, to for us in our lives. God’s purpose will never be
threatened in our lives as well.

——READ: Proverbs 19:21: Many plans are in a
man’s heart, But the counsel of the Lord will stand.
(Proverbs 19:21, NASB95).

— — —Not everything will happen when we want it to but
we must remember that nothing happens outside God’s
plan and timing.

————380, when we are anxious because our
circumstance seems out of our control, know that it is
not out of God’s control.

————— Jesus said this to His disciples and | think it
is of great comfort to us as well: READ: Matthew
10:29-31: “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent?
And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart
from your Father. 30 “But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. 31 “So do not fear; you are
more valuable than many sparrows. (Matthew
10:29-31, NASB95).



https://ref.ly/Pr19.21;nasb95
https://ref.ly/Mt10.29-31;nasb95

Scripture:

Then in right after the verse about how some where
looking to seize Him we have verse 30: READ: John
7:31: But many of the crowd believed in Him; and
they were saying, “When the Christ comes, He will
not perform more signs than those which this man
has, will He?” (John 7:31, NASB95).

—Some wanted to arrest Jesus while others still are
struggling with the work that Jesus has done.

— —These people are seeing the evidence and it is
impressive. Basically what these people are saying is,
“if Jesus isn’t the Messiah, what exactly would the
Messiah have to do that Jesus has not done already?”
— ——How much evidence would the Messiah have to
provide?

— — ——But notice, there still seems to be some
hesitation in their words. They have not fully turned to
Him, they are still waiting for someone else to make the
decision but all the evidence is stacking up.

————— We know that all the evidence in the world
would not be enough to change hearts, only God can
change hearts.

——————— We do not believe because we are
smarter, more reasonable, or more spiritually perceptive
that someone else. We believe of God’s grace worked
in our hearts.

—READ: John 6;44: “No one can come to Me unless
the Father who sent Me draws him; and | will raise
him up on the last day. (John 6:44, NASB95).



https://ref.ly/Jn7.31;nasb95
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Scripture:

So, what is our practically application? How do we
apply these things to our lives?

—First, make sure the Jesus you believe is the Jesus
revealed in scripture.

— —We have seen this morning that Jesus is not just
good teacher, a prophet, or a man that had a special
relationship with God.

— ——He come from the Father, He knows the Father,
He is one with the Father, and He was sent by the
Father to save sinners.

— ———That means we don’t get to decide for
ourselves who Jesus is. A lot of people are comfortable
with a Jesus who gives good advice, encourages them,
helps them through difficult times, or blesses the life
they already want to live. But that is not enough.
————— We must know Jesus as He has revealed
Himself to us in His word. So, do you know the biblical
Jesus, or have you created a Jesus who is simply
comfortable for you?

Second, we have to trust God’s timing, even when you
can’t understand it.

—The religious leaders had plans for Jesus, but their
plans did not matter in comparison to what God had
planned.

— —There will be times in life when God’s plans don’t
match our plans. There are going to be prayers that we
think that God should have answered already. There
are circumstance that we think should have changed
already. There are doors that we thought should have
opened ad others that we hoped had closed.

— — —We need to understand and know that God is not
late and God has not lost control.

— — ——Not everything will happen when we want it to
but we must remember that nothing happens outside
God’s plan and timing.

————— Trusting God, does not mean that we
understand everything God is doing. But when we can
not understand what His hand is doing, we can still trust
His character.

—————— No detail of your life has escaped His
attention, so we should constantly pray for God to help
us trust Him and His plan.
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Lastly, don’t stop being impressed with Jesus, give your
life over to Him.

—The crowd in verse 31 is impressed with the evidence
and they look at what He has done and question if He
could be the Messiah.

— —But they hesitate. They are still wrestling with what
they are going to do with Jesus. There are people today
that are doing the same thing.

— — —They might admire Jesus, respect Him, believe
that He existed, they may even agree that the Bible
makes a good argument for Jesus; but salvation is not
being impressed with Jesus. Salvation is trusting in
Jesus.

————380, to you who is Jesus? Whose timetable are
you trusting? What are you doing with the evidence God
has placed before you? Are you still admiring Jesus or
are you committed to Him?
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